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The health activities of the cooperative unit during the month 
included sanitary inspections, food and drug inspections, tuberculin 
tests of cows, child hygiene work, laboratory examinations, installa- 
tions of sanitary privies, and the improvement of water supplies. 



THE DEPOPULATION OF RUSSIA. 

Some conception of the extent to which Russia has been depopu- 
lated in recent years is conveyed in an article on the subject appearing 
in the "Epidemiological Intelligence" No. 4, September, 1922, 
published by the health section of the League of Nations. The 
figures are taken from recent articles published in Russia — one by 
M. W. Mikhailovsky, director of the Central Statistical Office, in 
the third Russian census publication; the other by Dr. A. N. Syssift, 
of the epidemiological section of the People's Health Commissariat. 

Doctor Syssin gives the official total population of Russia and all 
federated republics and territories as 131,546,000, distributed by 
administrative divisions as follows: 

1. European Russia: 

(a) 42 governments GO, 164, 000 

(6) 8 autonomous territories 6, 322, 000 

2. White Russia 1, 634, 000 

3. The Ukraine (12 governments) 26, 002, 000 

4. Crimea 762, 000 

5. North Caucasus and the Don area (4 governments and 1 territory) . . 6, 851, 000 

6. South Caucasus (4 republics) 6,482,000 

7. Siberia (9 governments) 9, 258, 000 

8. The Kirghiz Republic (6 governments) 5, 058, 000 

9. The Turkestan Republic (6 territories) 7, 201, 000 

10. The Far-Eastern Republic (4 districts) 1, 812, 000 

The disproportion of the sexes, especially in the rural districts, 
is highly significant. The sex distribution is given as follows: 





Male. 


Female. 


Total. 




9, 78$, 000 
51, 241, 000 


10, 904, 000 1 20, 692, 000 
59,613, 000 j 110,854,000 


Kural 




Total 


61, 029, 000 


70, 517, 000 


131, 546, 000 







M. Mikhailovsky bases his study on data for European Russia, 
Northern Caucasus, Siberia up to the Baikal Sea, the Kirghiz Repub- 
lic, and two governments of the Ukraine. He finds that in this 
area the population has declined from 102,793,000 in 1914 to 90,- 
790,000 in 1920 (excluding the army, which was then estimated at 
3,000,000 men), a decrease, including the army, of nearly 10 per cent. 
Instead of this decrease of 9,000,000 inhabitants, there would have 
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been an increase of about 12,000,000, it is stated, if the rate of natural 
increase obtaining before the war had continued. 

European Eussia is said to have been the principal sufferer, 
whereas the population has diminished only slightly in the far-away 
Asiatic territories. The percentages of decrease given by M. 
Mikhailovsky are 14 per cent for European Russia, 9 per cent for 
the Ukraine, 5 per cent for Northern Caucasus, 3 per cent for Siberia, 
and 4 per cent for the Kirghiz Eepublic. 

It is interesting to note that of all the causes to which the depopu- 
lation of Russia is attributed, epidemic diseases were the most 
important in point of magnitude of losses. The decline in population 
is given as due to the following causes: (1) Emigration following the 
civil war, which is estimated as high as 2,000,000; (2) military losses 
in the World War, 2,500,000; (3) loss of life in the civil war estimated 
at not less than 1,000,000; and (4) excess mortality largely due to 
the great epidemics, about 3,500,000. The latter figure is stated as 
being probably an underestimate. 

The registration of births and deaths has been very incomplete in 
recent years, but the rates were given for 15 governments, the data 
for which were considered by the Russian Central Statistical Bureau 
to be more or less complete. The death rate exceeded the birth rate 
in each case. The following are the figures given: 

Birth and death rates per 1,000 population, 1920. 



Birth rate. 


Death rate. 


22.3 


89. 5 


24.0 


29.6 


24.0 


25.3 


26.1 


27.0 


29.7 


33.4 


27.5 


40.8 


21.9 


46.2 


25.4 


27.2 


24.2 


36.4 


33.2 


49.6 


32.8 


46.3 


24.9 


33.8 


28.0 


40.8 


16.2 


24.1 


19.0 


26.0 



Natural 
decrease. 



In the northwest: 

City of Petrograd 

Cherepovetz 

Novgorod 

Central region: 

Tver 

Smolensk 

Government of Moscow 

City of Moscow 

Riazan 

Orel 

East central region: 

Kostroma 

Ivanovc-Vosnessensk. . 

Nijni-Novgorod 

Penza 

In the Near East: 

Viatka 

Perm 



67. 2 
5. 6 
1.3 

0.9 
3.7 
13.3 
24.3 
1.8 
12.2 

16.4 

13.5 
8.9 
12.8 

7.9 
7.0 



The birth rate in Russia, stated to have been extremely high before 
the war, averaging about 45 per 1,000 population, is said to have 
declined by more than 40 per cent. 

Regarding the causes of death, the annual report of the health 
department of Orel for 1921 contains the following information: In 
the city of Orel (63,800 population in 1920, as against 97,200 in 1913) 
there were 1,044 births and 3,559 deaths in 1920, a birth rate of 16.3 



2693 



October 27, 1022. 



and a death rate of 55.8 per 1,000 population, as against a mean birth 
rate of 32.7 for the deoennium 1905-1914 and a mean pre-war death 
rate of 25.4. It is stated that more than half of the deaths were 
due to infectious diseases, of which typhus fever accounted for 27.4 
per cent, pneumonia 9.1 per cent, pulmonary tuberculosis 6.5 per 
cent, and dysentery 4.6 per cent. It is stated that 4.4 per cent died 
of starvation. 

Attention is called to the fact that the census of Russia was taken 
in August, 1920, and that since that time a famine has occurred 
which overshadows all previous scourges of this kind from which 
the country has suffered, and the loss of lives from which is estimated 
in millions. 

The figures available are more or less fragmentary and in some 
instances mere approximations, but they give an idea of the mag- 
nitude of the recent depopulation of Russia that has resulted from 
wars, famine, and epidemic diseases. 



WHOLE-TIME COUNTY HEALTH OFFICERS, 1922. 

The following directory has been compiled from data furnished by 
State health officers : 

In the questionnaire sent for the purpose of obtaining the necessary 
information, a "whole-time" county health officer was denned as 
"one who does not engage in the practice of medicine or any other 
business, but devotes his whole time to official duties." 

Directories of State health departments have been published an- 
nually by the Public Health Service for the years 1912 to 1922, 
inclusive. The directory for 1922 has been issued as Reprint No. 
775, from the Public Health Reports. 

Directories of city health officers have been published annually 
for the years 1916 to 1922, inclusive, the directory for 1922 being 
Reprint No. 767. 



County. 


Name of health officer. 


Post-office address. 


Official title. 


Alabama: 

Baldwin 


G. C Marietta, M. D 


Bay Minctte 






F. L. Abcrnathy, M. D 

G. A.Crvcr, M. D 


Do. 






Do 


Colbert 


W. T. Burkett, M. D 




Do. 


Dallas 


L. T. Lee, M. D 


Do. 


Etowah. 


C. L. Murphree, M. D 




Do. 




T. E. Tucker, M. D 




Do. 


Jefferson 


J. D. Dowling, M. D 


Birmingham 


Do. 


Lauderdale 


W. D. Hubbard, M. D 

C. A. Grote, M. D 


Do. 




Huntsville 


Do. 






Do 


Montgomery 




Montgomery 


Do. 


Morgan 


B. F. Austin, M. D 


Do. 


Pike 


W. H. Abcrnathy, M. D 

J. S. Hough, M. D 


Troy 


Do. 


Sumter 


Tuscaloosa 

Talladega . . . 


Do. 




A. A. Kirk, M. D 


Do. 


Talladega 


J. H.Hill, M. D 


Do. 


Walker 


A.M. Waldrop, M. D 


Jasper 


Do. 



